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EXTRA TERRESTRIAL 

Experiences of 
the 'untoward' 

S OMETHING very strange ill going 
on. Thousands of people every 
year see mysterious flying objects 

which may or may not be interplanetary 
space ships with little green men on 
board. 

Some witnesses will end their days 
convinced that they have experienced a 
fairly Close Encounter with extra-terreettals: 
othen an merely pUJZled and lntrt,ued. and 
thus tt was that then wen true belleven and 
doubten amo~ the 70 or so people who 
gathered tQi'ether In a room at the Bradford 
Central Llbrary on Saturday to hear what 
the u!olo~rUu had to say . 

There wen. in the audience. a boy huatn. 
a skateboard, a mother with a nry Btt1e 
baby and a self<on!~ eccentric 1f'ltt. h1l 
hair done up in a pony tail . ~n-ence by a 
speaker to a s~htinc of three li~hta, cloee 
to,ether. with a smoke-llke trail elicited 
from him the knowlnl reswnse "l)luma!" 

Organisers of the meetin( were the Brttah 
UFO Rese.Arch A5aociation (BUJI'ORA) and 
the lnde~ent UFO Network, both rel)re­
senting tne cnol-headed end of ufolorY. 
There was . though, one maverick amo~ the 
oryanisers : David Bare lay. bearded and 
bespectacled . who has had so many "un­
toward experiences" that he can be excused 
a certain orf·handedness. 

He hu, for inltance, Men the Blue Lady 
who haunta Temple Newaam, near LMdl and 
the Black Monk who lUrU IJ"'UDd tbe city's 
Klrlutall Abbey, and when be wu!Mnlr ln 
Shlpley a~ ball of Ol'IAllP ~ht, u bil' u a 
Wlni, came down the drive and ..wed ln the 
middle ottbe lawn,j11.1t a· few feet away from 
him. No, be wu not trichtened; be went ln 
doon to make a cup of tea. He th1nb UP'OI 
and rha.ta are related phenomena. 

'lbere are, of course, rational explanationa 
for some so-called phenomena. Andy Rob­
ertl, a BUP'ORA lnvfttiptor and publlaher 
of the UFO m.qulne Brt,antJ., demoa­
atrated how aeveral Yorlahire U'P'Oa have 
lcet u.tr C'nldJbWty. Tbera a, for I.DNDee, 
tbe CUI ol the brtlllant Hcbt pbotocraphed 
qainat a cWf face by a pol!CemaD. After 
~ inquiries, lt proftd to be a baDd 
ol hlchlY reflective quartz. There wu eho a 
mundane uplanation for the three saucer­
shaped objecta photoerapbed by a SbeftWd 
schoolboy thro~b b1a wtDdow: tbe7,.... 
peper cut-()ut.s atuck on the pu.. ADd 10 eo 
and 10 forth. 

M.r Roberta's ravelationa were met by a 
atok:, l! diaappointed IUeDCe. 

1be mo~t utraord.tnary story came lut. 
p..ter Ho~h. author and cbairman of the 
Manchester UFO Reaearch A.Moc:iation, a 
investlptinc a report by M.r ~Spencer, a 
retired poUce omcer. that on December 1, 

1987, he "loet" one and three quarter hours 
after aeetnc a little (Teen man with spindly 
lep, very lollJ arms, Mr Spock-llke ears and 
bil' eyft, on Ilkley Moor. The one photo Mr 
Spencer took a, u alwaya with UFO 
pictures, blurred and poorly erpoeed. 

Under "recreutve hypnotam" Mr Spencer 
wu to deecribe foUowt111 the creature to a 
ltral\1'8 craft where other Uttle (Teen men 
UA.IIlil*i him on a table and, amo111 other 
th1np, abowed him a rum deptctinJ man's 
wanton damace to the environment. He then 
found blmMl! on the moors apln .. 

M.r Houch la keeptnc an open mind on the 
Spencer cue, but meanwhile, Yorkshire. 
Derbyahlre and St&trordahlre will continue 
to have a diaproportionate number of UFO 
aichtinp. Ne:rt year, If another meettnc i.l 
beld ln Bradford, you yourself might be 
there. 

In the meantime, UFO sightlngs can be 
reported on Batley 444049. a )4.-houf' hot 
line. 

Stephen Biscoe 


